HISTORY  OP  THE  NEW  WOULD.
but all different from ours. There are similarly numerous
bats, that in the night go about pecking people, and although
they are found all along this coast as far as the gulf of Paria,
and in other places, yet nowhere are they so tormenting as
they are in this province; for it has happened to me else-
where, especially at Nombre de Dios, that they have whilst I
was sleeping, pecked my toes so delicately that I did not feel
it at all; yet in the morning I found the sheets and matresses
so stained with blood, that it seemed as if they had inflicted
some large wound. But in this place they have never
bitten me without my feeling it, and suffering pain for two
or three hours after. Sometimes they fluttered their wings
about my face; and if I kept my stockings on, they would
bite my hands j wherefore, having no other remedy, I used
always to keep some bandages where I slept, and as soon as
I felt myself pecked I bound up the wound; and thus they
healed in three or four days without any more ado. Here I
close the government of Diego Gottieres.
We left the canal in company with two other ships, that
came from Nicaragua laden with provisions ; and in fifteen
days we reached Nombre de Dios. Navigating a thousand
miles westward from this town, along an uninhabited coast,
the province of JFondural is entered; and three hundred
miles lower down, on the same coast, the country of Yucatan
is reached. The first Spanish captain who discovered this
province was Francesco Ernandez, of Cordova ; who on leap-
ing on shore was very ill-treated by the natives, so that,
with twenty-two wounds, and the loss of many Spaniards,
he returned to San Jacopo de Cuba. Not long after, in
the year twenty-seven, Francis Montejo, having heard that
the country of 'Yucatan was very rich, started from New
Spain with the title of governor, and landed with five hun-
dred Spaniards, many horses, and much ammunition. Some
1 The reader will hardly recognize, under this name, and with, such dis-
tances, that Honduras is meant: it was, and is, a fine region.   (Trans.)